The Rime of the Ancient Mariner

Today we are
going to deal with
a poem which is
considered my
masterpiece……

…The Rime
of the
Ancient
Mariner.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

WHAT IS A RIME?
•
•
•
•
1.
2.
3.

A «rime» is a ballad
Ballads date back to the Middle Age
Poems set on music
Topics:
Magic
Love & death
Religion

• It is a popular genre
1.
2.
3.

Catchy story
Simple language
Musicality(rhymes, repetitions, refrains, alliterations, dialogues)

My friend Wordsworth ‘s
favourite theme was
«nature», while I
believed in the power
of…….

THE
«SUPERNATURAL»

For
supernatural I
don’t mean
horror!

The word comes from the
Latin : super means above
and naturo means nature.

The supernatural is
beyond the grasp
of the physical
senses- it is
immaterial,
spiritual.
But you need
IMAGINATION!

Coleridge’s Imagination
Defines «Imagination» in his Biographia Literaria (1817)

PRIMARY IMAGINATION
It is the faculty by which we perceive the world around us. It
belongs to us all.

SECONDARY IMAGINATION
The way our minds reconstruct events and situations in relationship
to our own worlds and understandings of that world. It belongs to
poets.

FANCY
The lowest form of imagination there is no creation involved; it is
simply a reconfiguration of existing ideas. Figures of speech.

I wanted to give my
readers a certain
«suspension of
disbelief»

It is the willingness to
suspend one's critical
faculties and believe the
unbelievable; sacrifice
of realism and logic for
the sake of enjoyment.

You must believe
in poetry!!

«It is an Ancient Mariner…»
Part I

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
• PART I
It is an ancient (1)
Mariner,
And he stoppeth one of
three.(2)
'By thy long grey beard
and glittering (3) eye,
Now wherefore stopp'st
thou me? (4)

(1) timeless old
(2) 3 young men
(3) supenatural element,
why?
(4) rude tone
• Ballad elements:
1. Simple language
2. Dialogue
3. archaisms

• The Bridegroom's doors
are opened wide,(1)
• And I am next of
kin(2);
• The guests are met, the
feast is set:
• May'st hear the merry
din.'

(1)The three are going to
attend a wedding. The
speaker is called Wedding
Guest.
(2) Blood related
Ballad features:
1. Dialogue
2. Simple language
3. Musicality

• He holds him with his skinny
hand, (1)
• 'There was a ship,' quoth he.
• 'Hold off! unhand me, grey-beard
loon!‘(2)
• Eftsoons his hand dropt he.(3)
• (1) Despite being thin and weak ,
he is able to hold the boy’s hand
tight to stop him
• (2) offensive tone
• (3) Reversed pattern of a
sentence = immediately

• He holds him with his glittering
eye—
• The Wedding-Guest stood still,
• And listens like a three years'
child:
• The Mariner hath his will.
• The Wedding-Guest sat on a stone:
• He cannot choose but hear;
• And thus spake on that ancient
mariner,
• The bright-eyed Mariner.

TheWedding Guest’s idea of life

Clothes

Enjoys:

Food & drinks
Party

Music

Fancy stuff

The Wedding Guest’s features
• He is young and his youth makes him
arrogant.
• He despises the man who stopped him,
because he is old, shabby and acts rudely.
• He is a man who has singled out materialistic
values as his own.
• In a way, he represents us in our constant
pursuing of those values.

The Ancient Mariner’s Task
• The Ancient Mariner represents the poet.
• With his creative power/poetry he can produce
that “suspension of disbelief ” that makes
everybody listen “like a three years’ child“.
• In that suspension, the young and the adult can
meet, talk, interact.
• The Mariner /poet belongs to a timeless
dimension, because art is eternal.
• That is why, he is «ancient» .

•
•
•
•

The ship was cheered, the harbour
cleared,
Merrily did we drop
Below the kirk, below the hill,
Below the lighthouse top.(1)

•
•
•
•

The Sun came up upon the left,(2)
Out of the sea came he!
And he shone bright, and on the right
Went down into the sea.

•
•
•

Higher and higher every day,(3)
Till over the mast at noon—'
The Wedding-Guest here beat his
breast,
For he heard the loud bassoon. (4)

•

•

(1) They are happy to sail and leave
firm ground behind

•

(2) They are sailing Southward

•

(3) They are reaching the Equator

•

(4) The Wedding Guest is under the
spell of the Ancient Mariner and
cannot move

•
•
•
•

The bride hath paced into the hall,
Red as a rose is she;
Nodding their heads before her goes
The merry minstrelsy.(1)

•
•
•
•

The Wedding-Guest he beat his breast,
Yet he cannot choose but hear;(2)
And thus spake on that ancient man,
The bright-eyed Mariner.

•

And now the STORM-BLAST came,
and he
Was tyrannous and strong:
He struck with his o'ertaking wings,
And chased us south along. (3)

•
•
•

•

(1) The Mariner has not won the
boy’s heart yet.

•

(2) The spell of the Mariner is
powerful.

•

(3) The storm took them to places
they were not prepared to go.

•

(4) Storm=fate

• With sloping masts and dipping
prow,(1)
• As who pursued with yell and blow
• Still treads the shadow of his foe,
• And forward bends his head, (2)
• The ship drove fast, loud roared
(3) the blast,
• And southward aye we fled.
• And now there came both mist (4)
and snow,
• And it grew wondrous cold:
• And ice, mast-high, came floating
by,(5)
• As green as emerald.

•

(1) The quiet pace of the ballad
is broken by a sestine.

•

(2) Personification

•

(3) Representation of the fear of
the crew.

•

(4) Symbol of confusion

• (5) They reached the South Pole

•
•
•
•

And through the drifts the snowy cliffs
Did send a dismal sheen:
Nor shapes of men nor beasts we ken—
The ice was all between.

•
•
•
•

The ice was here, the ice was there,
The ice was all around(1)
It cracked and growled, and roared and
howled,(2)
Like noises in a swound!(3)

•
•
•
•

At length did cross an Albatross,
Thorough the fog it came; (4)
As if it had been a Christian soul,
We hailed it in God's name.

• (1) The cannot find a way
out
• (2) The noises refer to
animals : dogs, lions,
wolves.
• (3) Nightmare
• (4) Good omen.The coming
of the Albatross makes a
breach in the men’s fear.

•
•
•
•

It ate the food it ne'er had eat,
And round and round it flew.
The ice did split with a thunder-fit;
The helmsman steered us through!(1)

•

And a good south wind sprung up
behind;(2)
The Albatross did follow,
And every day, for food or play,
Came to the mariner's hollo! (3)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In mist or cloud, on mast or shroud,
It perched for vespers nine;
Whiles all the night, through fogsmoke white,
Glimmered the white Moon-shine.(4)

•

(1) The sound of the ice splitting is
still scary , but they seem to be more
confident.

•

(2)A wind which help them leave
the land of ice.

•

(3) The Albatross is a benign
presence

•

(4) Typical Gothic symbology
which anticipates the climax in the
following stanza

• 'God save thee, ancient Mariner!
• From the fiends, that plague thee
thus!—
• Why look'st thou so?‘ (1)—With
my cross-bow (2)

• (1) The Wedding Guest doesn’t
understand why the Mariner is
so dramatic, after all it seems,
everything ended well.

• I shot the ALBATROSS.(3)

• (2) Christian symbol of sacrifice.
•

(3) Albatross=Jesus Christ

Part 1: a Metaphor of Youth
• In this part the Mariner was as old as the Wedding Guest.
• The trip symbolizes teh journey of life.
• At first you start to glide on the tranquil waters near the
harbour/ family.
• The adrenaline and the excitement grow, when for the
first time you leave familiar places
• In time you grow confident enough to believe you’ll be
able to drive your boat wherever you want.
• When a storm comes.
• Then, you’ll find yourself in strange, unfamiliar places,
far away from where you had expected to be.

Why did The Ancient Mariner Kill the Albatross?

• No reason, just to kill time
Typical of youth:
1. Living for the present
2. Avoiding thinking about the future
consequences of actions
3. Taking everything for granted
4. Forgetting soon

The Albatross
• Albatross were seen by sailors as omens of good luck.
• People believed that birds moved between the earthly and
spiritual realms.
• This albatross in particular—with its habit of appearing
from out of the fog—seems to be both natural and
supernatural.
• Thus, the albatross symbolizes the connection between
the natural and spiritual worlds
• The Albatross can be read as a symbol of Christ
• The Mariner as the betraying Judas
• The dead albatross, also, can be read more generally as a
mark of sin.

Part II

«And I had done a hellish thing!!!»

• The Sun now rose upon the
right:
• Out of the sea came he,
• Still hid in mist (1), and on
the left
• Went down into the sea.(2)

• (1) They are leaving the
South Pole , but here is no
sun. Sun = reason, light;
mist= confusion/no light

• And the good south wind still
blew behind,
• But no sweet bird did follow,
• Nor any day for food or play
• Came to the mariner's
hollo!(3)

• (3) sad tone, which
anticipates the theme of
the following stanza.

• (2) Another day goes by

•
•
•
•
•
•

(1)And I had done a hellish thing,
And it would work 'em woe(2)
For all averred, I had killed the bird
That made the breeze to blow.
Ah wretch! said they, the bird to slay,
That made the breeze to blow!(3)

•
•
•
•
•

Nor dim nor red, like God's own head,
The glorious Sun uprist:
Then all averred, I had killed the bird
That brought the fog and mist.
'Twas right, said they, such birds to
slay,
That bring the fog and mist.(4)

•

•

(1) Two sestines to point out the
Mariner’s sense of guilt and
restlessness

•

(2) As he had killed the bird of good
luck

•

(3) The mariners are decided against
him

•

(4)Then after the sun appearance
they change their mind

The Mariner and the Crew
• The crew represents the Mariner’s community of friends
• The seafarers at first blame the mariner for having killed the
bird of good omen

But
• There is no moral condemnation.They are just superstitious.

But
• When the sun appears, they all agree, that the killing of the
Albatross was rightly done
• HENCE: they all become accomplices to the Mariner.

The Herd Behaviour
• Coleridge tells us how mutable human nature is
• The members of the crew change their minds
according to the new situations and beliefs
• They move en masse.
• The killing of the Albatross places the Mariner
in a condition of seclusion and solitude
• He is the only one who realizes the extent of
what he had done when he says it was a ” hellish
thing“, an action that ” would work ’em woe”.

• The fair breeze blew, the white
foam flew,
• The furrow followed free;
• We were the first that ever
burst(1)
• Into that silent sea.(2)
• Down dropt the breeze, the sails
dropt down,(3)
• 'Twas sad as sad could be;
• And we did speak only to break
• The silence of the sea!
•
•
•
•

All in a hot and copper sky,
The bloody Sun, at noon,
Right up above the mast did stand,
No bigger than the Moon.

•

(1) The wind starts to blow

•

(2) Can the sea be silent if it is so
windy?

•

(3) Chiasm. The wind drops
suddenly.

